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Caffeinated alcoholic beverages, FDA 
unapproved, may pose health hazard
Students participate in 
events combating hunger
At the beginning of November, 
the U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration put out a new report on 
the safety of caffeinated alcoholic 
beverages. The FDA announced it 
has have notified 30 manufacturers 
of caffeinated alcoholic beverages 
whose safety and legality will be in-
vestigated. 
If the use of caffeine in the these 
company’s alcoholic beverages is 
not Generally Recognized As Safe 
(GRAS) or prior sanctioned, the 
FDA will take action to remove the 
products from the marketplace. 
“The increasing popularity of 
consumption of caffeinated alcohol-
ic beverages by college students and 
reports of potential health and safe-
ty issues necessitates that we look 
seriously at the scientific evidence as 
soon as possible,” Dr. Joshua Sharf-
stein, Principal Deputy Commis-
sioner of Food and Drugs, said in a 
Nov. 13 FDA press release. 
According to the press release, 
the FDA has asked that all compa-
nies under inspection produce evi-
dence of the legality of adding caf-
feine to alcoholic beverages. The 
FDA warned that if legality cannot 
be proven, all the products will be 
removed from stores. 
“When I’m speaking with stu-
dents about high energy drinks with 
alcohol, one of the dangers that I 
highlight is that these drinks tend 
to have a fairly high alcohol con-
tent and are usually sold in 16- to 
32-ounce containers. Thus, a person 
may consume three to nine stan-
dard drinks within one can,” Charee 
Boulter, Substance Abuse Preven-
tion Coordinator for Counseling, 
Health and Wellness Services, said.
Another concern with caffeine in 
alcoholic beverages is that they are 
being marketed toward youths and 
young adults, the groups most like-
ly to consume high-energy drinks. 
Their similar appearance to regular 
energy drinks makes it difficult to 
notice that alcohol is present. 
Some popular alcoholic energy 
drinks include Drink Four, Sparks, 
3Sum, Liquid Charge, Joose and 
Rockstar 21. Anheuser-Busch and 
Miller  recently discontinued their 
caffeinated alcoholic beverages, Tilt, 
Bud Extra and Sparks, and agreed 
to not produce any caffeinated alco-
holic beverages in the future.
By HANNAH KITZROW
see FDA page 2
Alcohol policy to be strictly enforced at Midnight Breakfast
In an effort to support the less 
fortunate during the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday, the Office of Spiritual-
ity, Service and Social Justice and 
the Community Involvement and 
Action Center (CIAC) sponsored 
various events on campus in honor 
of National Hunger and Homeless-
ness Awareness Week from Nov. 15 
to 21.
Co-sponsored by the National 
Coalition for the Homeless and the 
National Student Campaign Against 
Hunger and Homelessness, the ef-
fort aimed to raise awareness and 
promote action across the country 
by encouraging efforts on local and 
community levels. 
“It is imperative to dispel myths 
that label homelessness as someone 
else’s problem or claim that an end 
to homelessness is impossible,” the 
National Coalition for the Home-
less’ website said.
According to the Washington 
State Coalition for the Homeless, on 
any given night in the state of Wash-
ington, it is estimated that almost 
23,000 people are homeless. Of 
those 23,000, 2,083 are from Pierce 
County. Over the course of 2008, it 
is estimated that 87,000 people faced 
homelessness throughout Washing-
ton, and that number is expected to 
rise to over 102,000 in 2009 partly as 
a result of the current economic re-
cession.
“There are a lot of homeless 
people in Tacoma. In the spirit of 
Thanksgiving, we’re trying to give 
back and make sure everyone has 
enough to eat during the holidays,” 
Puget Sound’s Food Salvage Pro-
gram Coordinator Meghan Ratliffe 
said.
To support the estimated 85,000 
people who visit food banks each 
month in Pierce County, Puget 
Sound students were encouraged to 
donate up to 500 of their S.U.B. food 
points (the equivalent of five dollars) 
last week. The points were later col-
lected and converted into cash to be 
given to a Tacoma feeding program. 
Students were also given the op-
portunity to pay off library fines with 
donations of food items in the li-
brary. Collection boxes for a canned 
food drive organized by CIAC were 
placed outside the S.U.B., Cellar, 
bookstore and CIAC office.
The Food Salvage Program, which 
donates extra food from the S.U.B. 
to local shelters year-round, spon-
sored a sock drive this year in an ef-
fort to address the growing need for 
warm clothes in the winter months.
“We’ve sponsored a lot of drives 
see HUNgeR page 2
In an attempt to reign in poten-
tially harmful behavior at Midnight 
Breakfast, the administration has 
adjusted its policies for the annual 
event. 
As part of the changes, students 
will not be allowed to bring in any 
containers, and enforcement of al-
cohol policy will be stricter than in 
years past.
“We examine Midnight Breakfast 
every year to see what we can do to 
improve it. Making it straightfor-
ward at the door will help the en-
vironment inside, even though we 
know we will not be able to stop 
[drinking] 100 percent,” Mike Sega-
wa, Dean of Students, said. 
ASUPS echoed the administra-
tion’s reasoning, citing that the event 
was cancelled for several years at the 
beginning of the decade. 
According to ASUPS President 
James Luu, “The culture had gotten 
out of hand,” and the current chang-
es are designed to keep Midnight 
Breakfast around.
“If it ends up being more unsafe 
than it is safe, then a lot of our val-
ues and reasoning will be compro-
mised. We just want students to 
know that they can come sober up, 
but don’t be stupid. You will be writ-
ten up,” Luu said. 
“At the same time, we don’t want 
students to be deterred.”
The Student Affairs staff who will 
supervise the event will be focusing 
on students who cause themselves, 
others or the facilities harm and will 
follow up with them via the stan-
dard disciplinary process. Students 
will likewise be billed for any dam-
age they cause.
Some students are skeptical that 
the changes will have the desired ef-
fect. 
“I can’t see these changes do-
ing much to mitigate alcohol use. If 
people know they can’t bring a con-
tainer, they are just going to drink 
more before,” sophomore Zane 
Muller said. 
Segawa is quick to point out that 
the behavior of the minority should 
not taint the event as a whole. 
see BREAKFAST page 2
By MIKE KNAPE
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Dangerous Combination?: The safety of these caffeinated alcoholic drinks remains to be determined. 
Midnight Snack: Breakfast fare is traditionally served this night. 
Donations: Students paid library fines with non-perishable food.
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Giving: Many students donated extra points during Hunger Week.
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SECuRIT Y REPORT
The following incidents were reported to 
Security Services and occurred on campus 
between November 17, 2009 and Novem-
ber 30, 2009:
•A student in a Union Ave. residence re-
ported her 2000 Honda Civic was stolen 
from the street in front of the house.  She 
learned, while making a report to Taco-
ma Police, that Washington State Patrol 
had recovered her vehicle on River Road 
near Puyallup earlier in the day.
•A student reported her Specialized bicy-
cle was stolen from the Todd/Phibbs bi-
cycle storage room.  She said she believes 
it was stolen in mid-November and that 
she may not have secured it properly in-
side the storage room.
•Security staff contacted residents of two 
separate rooms in Anderson/Langdon 
for suspected marijuana use. Both inci-
dents are under investigation by Student 
Affairs staff.
•Two residents of Schiff were contacted 
by Security staff in the building for sus-
pected marijuana use. This incident is 
also under investigation by Student Af-
fairs staff.
•Security staff contacted a suspect in the 
University Bookstore who was attempt-
ing to return textbooks purchased the 
day prior with a bad check.  The suspect 
was questioned and released by Tacoma 
Police.
•A student staff member in Dining Ser-
vices reported her wallet was stolen from 
her coat pocket while she was working. 
She believes the theft occurred while her 
coat was stored in the back.
•Security staff responded to a report from 
a Residence Life staff member about sus-
pected marijuana use in a University-
owned house on Lawrence Street.  Three 
students in the house were questioned 
about the complaint.
Crime Prevention Tips:
Do not leave textbooks or personal prop-
erty (including laptop computers) unat-
tended or unsecured while studying on 
campus. Thefts from the Student Union 
Building or library are more likely dur-
ing this time period. Please prepare now 
if you have a vehicle at school. Campus 
storage over the semester break will be 
extremely limited. We highly recom-
mend you investigate options to store 
your vehicle off-campus. Vehicles may 
not be left in general University lots dur-
ing the break period.
Courtesy of Todd A. Badham, Director of 
Security Services
“High energy drinks with alco-
hol are a concern everywhere, and 
the University of Puget Sound is not 
immune to this trend. I am glad to 
see the FDA placing regulation on 
beverage companies. Overall, the 
combination of alcohol and caffeine 
is unnerving. The combination of a 
stimulant and depressant does have 
a perilous impact on the body,” Eve 
Vodden-Thornton, a nutritionist for 
Counseling, Health and Wellness 
Services, said.
 “There is a common myth that 
caffeine helps sober you up; it truly 
doesn’t. Alcohol takes priority, leav-
ing the caffeine to cause prolonged 
exposure to the central nervous sys-
tem, which can result in elevated 
heart rate, high blood pressure, GI 
upset, excessive dehydration, and 
anxiety. The most alarming piece 
to this puzzle is the thought of in-
dividuals not knowing when they’ve 
not only have had enough, but their 
blood alcohol is at a life-threatening 
level,” Vodden-Thornton said. 
“Midnight Breakfast is a good 
way to blow off steam in a safe, 
non-alcoholic way. There are a 
whole lot of students who come 
that are just taking a study break 
and like coming for the food, 
music and social piece. The ma-
jority gets overshadowed by the 
visibly drunk students,” Segawa 
said. 
One of the main goals that Se-
gawa and Luu both agree upon 
for the event is bringing students 
together in a safe environment. 
“Part of it is trying to minimize 
the impact on the neighborhood. 
To an extent, it brings students 
back on campus instead of rov-
ing the streets,” Segawa said. 
Changes were made by the 
Midnight Breakfast Commit-
tee, consisting of representatives 
from ASUPS, CHWS, Security 
Services and the Department of 
Student Affairs. 
corrections
• In the photo caption accom-
panying the Nov. 20 Features 
article “Discussing a culture be-
yond color,” we incorrectly iden-
tified the professors involved 
with the Race and Pedagogy 
Initiative. They are, from left to 
right: Carolyn Weisz, Dexter 
Gordon, Nancy Bristow, and 
Grace Livingston. We also incor-
rectly identified Dexter Gordon’s 
official title. He is Chair of the 
Conference Steering Committee. 
• The photo caption for the 
Nov. 13 article “Puget Sound 
recognized as top contender in 
peta2’s veg-friendly university 
challenge” incorrectly referred to 
the “Vegetarian and Co.” station 
as the “Vegan” station. Addition-
ally, Theo Summer is the current 
Veggie-Might president, not the 
former, as reported. 
Spring Recruitment beginning soon
Starting Jan. 21 for sororities and 
Jan. 23 for fraternities, Spring Re-
cruitment will begin for students of 
the University of Puget Sound. 
Spring Recruitment is the pro-
cess that a student must go through 
in order to become a member of 
one of the fraternities — Beta The-
ta Pi, Phi Delta Theta or Sigma Chi 
— or one of the sororities — Alpha 
Phi, Gamma Phi Beta, Pi Beta Phi 
or Kappa Alpha Theta — present 
on campus. 
Although Spring Recruitment 
targets mainly freshmen, all stu-
dents may participate. Spring Re-
cruitment ends on Jan. 26 for so-
rorities and Jan. 30 for fraternities.
“The whole thing about recruit-
ment — it’s not ‘Go One House,’ it’s 
‘Go Greek.’ It’s not one house ver-
sus another,” Graehme Morphy, 
Recruitment Chair for the Interfra-
ternity Governing Council, said.
For fraternities, students must 
print out the registration form on-
line and hand it in, whereas for so-
rorities, students can register for 
recruitment entirely online. 
“Give it a chance, even if you 
don’t think you want to join a 
house. I originally didn’t have 
very strong intentions on joining a 
house, but then I met a lot of new 
people, found out that I wanted to 
join a house and ended up loving 
it,” Morphy said.
There are no obligations when 
it comes to recruitment, and most 
students go through simply to meet 
people, do some social networking 
or to just get a sense of what Greek 
life is like at Puget Sound. 
Recruitment does not cost any-
thing. However, there may be mon-
etary requirements after joining, 
depending on the chapter that a 
student chooses.
For sororities and fraternities, 
the first day of recruitment is Go 
Greek Day, which is held in the 
WSC Rotunda. The second day is 
an activity day where students tour 
the houses and get to meet some of 
the members. 
For sororities, the third day is 
a philanthropy day, which takes 
place in the house, where students 
help houses with their philanthrop-
ic cause. 
The fourth night is preference 
night where students have dinner 
with their top houses.
For fraternities, Thursday of re-
cruitment week is no-contact day, 
which is the day when fraternities 
are not supposed to have contact 
with prospective members. Friday 
is preference night, and Saturday 
morning is bid day, which is when 
students choose their houses. 
“It is not a competitive atmo-
sphere at all. It’s very structured but 
it’s also laid-back in the sense that 
it’s all about you, the person going 
through [it],” Laura Calcagni, Di-
rector of Recruitment for the Pan-
hellenic Governing Council, said.
“There’s a lot being Greek has 
to offer you after you graduate. 
Of  course you get to do some re-
ally great things while you’re here 
at the University, but you also get 
to meet alumni groups that are in-
volved in your chapter, and there’s 
really great social networking for 
careers after you graduate. There 
are also a lot of leadership oppor-
tunities that give you experience,” 
Calcagni said. 
in the past ranging from canned 
food drives to toiletry drives, 
etc. Last year around this time 
we had a “warm things” drive, 
but the sock drive this year has 
been much more successful. 
We recently got a very generous 
donation of $250 from Tacoma 
firefighters for the cause,” Rat-
liffe said. 
The week wrapped up on Nov. 
19 with the Hunger Banquet, 
which aimed to give the Puget 
Sound community an accurate 
view of hunger issues on a global 
level.
HungER
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new rogers professor
Assistant professor of business 
and leadership Lynette Claire has 
been named the Nat A. and Mari-
an W. Rogers professor by the Uni-
versity of Puget Sound. The Rog-
ers professorship is an endowed 
chair position charged with bring-
ing up pro-
posals that in-
volve students 
in real-world 
business is-
sues and situ-
ations. 
Claire plans 
to involve 
both stu-
dents and the 
c o m m u n i t y 
in proposals. She will help estab-
lish a Tacoma cross-collegiate en-
trepreneurship network for three 
Tacoma colleges, including Puget 
Sound. This is an attempt to act as 
an Entrepreneur Club, linking the 
Tacoma-area universities, allowing 
students to come together to net-
work with each other, gain skills 
and build camaraderie. 
At Puget Sound, Claire is orga-
nizing a special topics class open to 
a variety of majors starting in fall 
2010. This class will involve gather-
ing data and creating an entrepre-
neurial network. The course will 
primarily be focusing on surveys, 
focus groups and interviews. 
“The collegiate entrepreneurship 
network is a form of social support 
that is not only for business stu-
dents; it is for anyone that is pas-
sionate about something and wants 
to turn it into a business,” Claire 
said. “Artists are notorious for en-
trepreneurship. This program can 
help initiate a business plan for cre-
ative endeavors. Social networking 
and creating meaningful connec-
tions is the most important aspect 
of this program,” Claire said. 
BREAKFAST
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By ABIGAIL  ABRAHAM
Claire
Dear Editor,
I can’t pee standing up. Statisti-
cally, I will get paid less than a male 
of equal standing in my career field, 
and we women are less likely to hold 
as high of positions. If a man sleeps 
with a ton of women he picks up at 
bars offering cheap drinks to wom-
en, the social stigma attached is 
nothing compared to that of a wom-
an who does the same thing. Yes, 
ladies nights might perpetuate the 
stereotypes mentioned in your ar-
ticle (“Ladies’ night discriminates,” 
Opinions, Nov. 20, 2009). Howev-
er, I think it’s harmless compared 
to other problems women face out 
there, everything from body image 
to maternity leave and “tradition-
al” household roles to what I men-
tioned earlier. I don’t mean to be 
naive when I say that customized 
female funnels would bring us fur-
ther to gender equality than elimi-
nating cheap drinks at ladies nights. 
Your article raises some points that 
I agree with, but it’s not one of the 
first steps that I think needs to be 
taken towards gender equality. But 
maybe we should discuss this fur-
ther — over drinks at Chopstix on 
a Thursday?
Erin Greenfield
By MACKENZIE FUENTES 
The debate over the legal right 
to same-sex marriage is filled 
with statements taken to be true 
because the majority of the popu-
lation is not an expert in religious 
doctrine, history, science or law.
Homophobia, disguised as fact, 
sneaks into arguments made by 
both religious and non-religious 
opponents of same-sex marriage. 
The most common of these state-
ments is based on the alleged his-
torical and traditional foundation 
of marriage.
A look at actual historical fact, 
however, completely contradicts 
this argument.
Opponents claim that allow-
ing  same-sex couples to marry is 
wrong because it redefines the in-
stitution of marriage that society 
was founded on: between a man a 
woman.
“Historically, the definition of 
marriage has rested on a bedrock 
of tradition, legal precedent, the-
ology and the overwhelming sup-
port of the people,” reads a state-
ment from the American Family 
Association in 2003.
“It would be the most radi-
cal step ever taken in the decon-
struction of society’s most impor-
tant institution, … an institution 
that is the keystone in the arch of 
civilization,” said an article from 
the Catholic Education Resource 
Center.
“Traditional marriage between 
a man and a woman is an institu-
tion and tradition that transcends 
time — it has been in place for 
thousands of years,” said a candi-
date for California’s fifteenth As-
sembly District.
“[There are] three thousand 
years of human history saying 
that marriage is between a man 
and a woman,” said Governor 
Mitt Romney on “Good Morning 
America.”
We are constantly bombarded 
by this allegedly historical fact 
that marriage has always been the 
way it is now. This same argument 
was made years ago by opponents 
to interracial marriage.
“[Preventing interracial mar-
riage is necessary to prevent] tra-
ditional marriage from being con-
taminated by the recognition of 
relationships that are physically 
and mentally inferior,” said attor-
neys from California.
This word “tradition” keeps 
coming up, as though it is an auto-
matic good reason to do anything. 
Opponents are afraid of changing 
this institution which they believe 
has been the same for thousands 
of years.
However, at one point in the 
tradition of marriage, polygamy 
was a perfectly acceptable norm 
within a marriage. Around 950 
B.C., King Solomon had seven 
hundred wives and three hundred 
concubines. Is this the institution 
of marriage we are trying to pro-
By ELIZABETH NEWTON
To our generation, war seems 
like a thing of the past. Despite 
our advanced abilities to commu-
nicate, we are still largely discon-
nected from the struggles and tri-
umphs of the wars that our fellow 
citizens are involved in.
As United States citizens, we are 
expected to “support our troops” 
even if we do not know anything 
about their cause, let alone sup-
port it. 
But now, as the United States is 
in the midst of its ninth year of the 
war in Afghanistan, it is vital that 
we, as bystanders, recognize our 
role in the continuation of war and 
commit to ending it.
At the time of writing, there have 
been 4,684 military fatalities of 
U.S. troops in Iraq since 2003 and 
1,530 military fatalities in Afghan-
istan since 2001. Several sourc-
es estimate that as many as one 
in three returning soldiers suffer 
from Post-Traumatic Stress Disor-
der. As for Iraqi and Afghan civil-
ian casualties? We have no idea.
When will we stop supporting 
the deployment of our neighbors 
and colleagues? When will we stop 
standing behind the enlistment of 
our classmates and friends? When 
will we demand an end to the 
slaughter of our fellow humans?
We have half-heartedly opposed 
war in the Middle East but have 
done nothing to make it so fewer 
women and men feel compelled to 
enlist. 
“Bring them home!” we cry, 
while in the same breath support-
ing our friends who enlist; it is bet-
ter to stay quiet than risk offending 
someone.     
By refusing to speak out against 
the troops — trying to avoid the 
inexcusable behavior with which 
returning Vietnam veterans were 
met with in the 1960s — we foster 
an environment in which military 
service and participation in war is 
acceptable, and downright honor-
able.
Today, opposition to war is 
largely accepted, yet it is still taboo 
for a person to even suggest that 
they do not support our troops. 
Most consider criticism of our 
troops offensive, a reflection of 
our country’s archaic and out-dat-
ed perceptions of glory and honor. 
The notion that we are obligated to 
show support for our troops abroad 
in gratitude for their “protection of 
our freedoms” is absurd. 
Supporters of war have deluded 
themselves into thinking that it is 
a necessary precursor to freedom. 
Of course, world citizens today 
lack many freedoms: freedom to 
marry, freedom to eat and freedom 
to learn. But none of these prob-
lems will be solved through war. 
My opposition to war should 
not be taken as disrespect for our 
country’s troops themselves. Both 
of my grandfathers served in the 
armed forces. I have numerous 
friends currently serving in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, all of whom I 
have the deepest respect for as in-
dividuals. 
It is vital that we recognize the 
sacrifices of our friends and fam-
ily serving abroad, and commend 
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Opposition: Those who stick it to the man need not support our troops.
‘Support our troops’ overplayed, unnecessary
see TRoopS page 4
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acceptable
Marriage ideal not historic truth Alternative to death penalty
Down the Aisle: Marriage traditions may not be that traditional.
By KyLE M. NUNES
Is there an alternative to the 
death penalty that would avoid the 
legal and ethical repercussions of 
state-condoned homicide?  Is there 
an alternative that would pacify the 
movement to see the condemned 
eliminated?   
An alternative sentence — one 
which I have never heard men-
tioned — is life in solitary confine-
ment without parole and the un-
usual addition that the prisoner is 
given the choice of pharmaceutical 
suicide. If he decides to end his life, 
the prisoner may swallow a pill, a 
strong barbiturate at a lethal dos-
age. No medical personnel need 
be involved beyond providing the 
drug and verifying the death. No 
person working for the prison sys-
tem will be directly culpable for ex-
ecuting the prisoner. This alterna-
tive would spare anyone the guilt of 
facilitating an execution.   
Public support for the death pen-
alty is waning.  Capital punishment 
verdicts decreased 65 percent from 
1995 to 2007, according to a Bureau 
of Justice Statistics report. DNA 
evidence, only recently available, 
had cleared 15 men on death row 
by 2008, according to an NPR sto-
ry. Amnesty International, work-
ing to abolish capital punishment, 
cites accounts of scientific evidence 
posthumously exonerating execut-
ed prisoners.
Current methods cannot ad-
dress the societal demand of in-
carceration, or the imperative of 
a death penalty, without posing 
some dilemma.  Consider life im-
prisonment without parole, includ-
ing solitary confinement and resti-
tution for the victim’s family. The 
life-serving criminal labors in soli-
tude, and the money he earns goes 
to the victim’s relations. However, 
this fate can seem lenient, especial-
ly for someone who has killed bar-
barously. 
Execution, then, is the ultimate 
answer.  It is a cold justice; aveng-
ing the victims and ridding soci-
ety of an individual deemed unfit 
to live. Yet the death sentence re-
quires executioners, making them 
culpable by enacting a legitimized, 
albeit desensitized, act of violence.  
Amnesty International calls the 
death penalty “The ultimate, irre-
versible denial of human rights,” 
opposing it for many reasons with 
broad application: trends in sen-
tencing and prisoner race, cost of 
sentencing process, arbitrary sen-
tencing, potentially torturous le-
thal injection and a violation of 
medical ethics.
Another concern with the death 
penalty, perhaps less discussed than 
the fate of the condemned, is the re-
sponsibility and work of the people 
who actually prepare the execution. 
Some state lethal injection poli-
cies require health professionals — 
doctors, nurses and technicians — 
to prepare the fatal cocktails, ready 
the IVs and inject the lethal drug, 
actions which are anathema to the 
Hippocratic Oath, “do no harm.”  
In Kentucky in 2008, the com-
mon use of a special three-drug 
cocktail for lethal injection was 
see DEATH page 4
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challenged. The combination, giv-
en intravenously, is meant to anes-
thetize, paralyze and then kill the 
condemned by stopping his heart. 
If improperly administered, the 
cocktail can fail to put the inmate 
to sleep, coursing through the veins 
like fire, suffocating the patient and 
sending him into convulsions. This 
can cause prolonged, excruciating 
pain and makes for cruel and un-
usual punishment, being unconsti-
tutional and thus illegal.  
According to an April 2008 New 
York Times article, The Supreme 
Court ruled that death by lethal 
injection could continue because 
proof of “unnecessary risk” was cir-
cumstantial and not inherent to the 
procedure.  
However, many other ethical 
qualms remain. Two years ago, for-
mer medical director for the Wash-
ington State Department of Cor-
rections Dr. Mark Stern quit when 
he realized he had to ensure that 
“the state’s lethal injection table 
was in working order before each 
execution,” according to the Seat-
tle Times.  
Considering this ethical debate, 
is the suicide alternative a viable, 
acceptable option?  
Disregarding opportunities for 
abuse of the method, I foresee one 
argument being the denial of jus-
tice. The current death penalty con-
cludes a process in which the State 
tries the accused for committing 
a crime against established social 
mores.  
The killing of the condemned is 
the terminal exercise of State pow-
er over a citizen. The democrat-
ic State reserves the right to kill 
at select moments in its span, and 
the extreme punishment of crimi-
nals is one such moment. A crimi-
nal who is given the choice to kill 
himself denies that covert power 
to the State, and any absolution the 
victim’s family or the greater social 
body might feel in his execution.         
My proposed option strikes me 
as controversial because execu-
tion via lethal injection, essential-
ly murder condoned by the State, is 
almost more permissible than sui-
cide by the prisoner.  Suicide, de-
fined as the direct and intentional 
taking of life, is within federal law, 
but assisted suicide is prohibited 
(although contested for euthana-
sia cases).  Although attitudes vary, 
I am convinced that suicide is nor-
matively taboo, a personal, private 
choice that excludes interfering 
parties and could not stand in the 
public quarters of the corrections 
system.    
Implementing the suicide alter-
native to the death penalty would 
break from fundamental notions of 
prisoner agency and liminality.  It 
would contest the right to absolute-
ly punish. An executed prisoner 
serves as an extreme and central ex-
ample of castigatory power, where-
as inmate suicide returns control to 
the individual, the condemned.
By NOAH KAPLAN 
Our world is at a crossroad. 
We will soon decide what is to 
become of the human race. We 
will know if we have doomed 
ourselves to garbage-filled wa-
ters, tarnished and emptied 
lands, polluted skies and de-
pleted resources; leaving our be-
loved Mother Earth victim to the 
vampiric tendencies of the most 
powerful animals on this planet: 
humans.  
Yes, we have acted as the vil-
lain in our own story, preying on 
the weak and defenseless citizens 
of our world in order to feed a 
greed that will, in the end, sink 
our ship that we have willingly 
steered towards an iceberg.
But we are in luck. As with all 
great stories of villainy, the hero 
always arrives in the nick of time, 
riding a glistening white steed, 
and in our case, sporting a spot-
less “Rock the Vote” tee.
Yet not everyone dressed as a 
hero actually is one. I have found 
that many pose as the hero, with-
out actually engaging in hero-
ic activities. This is our greatest 
charge — to ensure that our words 
speak true to our end goals.
This is truly the best of times 
and the worst of times. We live in 
an era that will define the future 
of not just our cities and towns, 
not just our country, our conti-
nent, but our world in its entire-
ty. Luckily, we just happen to be 
up for the challenge.
A couple weeks ago I attend-
ed the Powershift conference 
in Eugene, Oregon with several 
friends. The conference served 
as a way for college students to 
get involved and educate them-
selves on the fight for environ-
mental sustainability and policy 
reform. The speakers were elo-
quent and educated, the work-
shops were productive and the 
distinct aroma of 400 hairy hip-
pies never smelled so sweet. It 
was fantastic.
But what was fantastic about 
it was not necessarily how much 
progress was made; instead it 
was the presence of so many pas-
sionate and angry college stu-
dents understanding what needs 
to change, how quickly it needs 
to change, and how we can make 
it all happen. It was inspiring to 
see such a large group of peo-
ple ready to do what needs to 
be done, knowing that there are 
millions more just like them.
As soon as I walked in, I saw 
booths lining the walls with op-
portunities to join causes, beck-
oning any and all who dared ask, 
“So what’s this all about?” These 
groups ranged from civil disobe-
dience, community service, poli-
cy reform, letter campaigns and 
everything in between. But while 
I was lost in the thrill of such a 
passionate gathering, I found 
myself thinking, what can ac-
tually be done to make any real 
progress? 
Passion alone won’t do it; this 
force needs direction. I passed 
one organization whose sole pur-
pose was to create massive mu-
rals that encompass nearly ev-
ery trespass committed against 
humanity. Tarantulas sipped oil 
from straws, a bison tangled in 
their web while worker ants at-
tempted to fight the giant spiders 
with their numbers. While I did 
think this was an interesting and 
creative way of informing people 
of these injustices, I found my-
self wondering what good it did 
in the actual fight.
To paint a mural that includes 
racism, pollution, genocide and 
sexism all in one picture seems 
to me like a fight for fight’s sake. 
It is a way for people to appear 
involved without giving a sub-
stantial contribution. 
The zeal is there and the drive 
is obvious. However, the direc-
tion is blurred, and so is the goal. 
We are at a crossroad.
It is time to make sure that 
the zeal this movement possess-
es is allocated for the best. Know 
where the energy is going; it just 
may be that a letter to a senator 
or encouraging your neighbors 
to vote are the steps we need to 
take to really effect change. Stage 
sit-ins, rally, assemble; just know 
what it is you are doing, and al-
low the ends to justify the ener-
gy given to the means. We don’t 
have the time to spare. 
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Real activism requires more than protest
the sectors of the military that pro-
mote education, development and 
political stability. But this does 
not mean that we must feel com-
pelled to support the deployment 
of troops sent abroad to fight. 
We must demand that no one — 
regardless of their respectable in-
tentions — continue to kill and die 
in the name of the United States. 
We must denounce using the ter-
rifying and ridiculous excuse that 
war will someday bring peace as 
justification for violence, or even 
worse, that war is necessary. 
Unlike many problems in our 
world, war is the result of human 
action alone. I often think of the 
rhetorical question found on old 
hippie bumper stickers: “What if 
we had a war and no one showed 
up?”  
Individuals join the armed forc-
es for a number of reasons. Be-
cause we currently have no draft, 
we let ourselves think that soldiers 
have a choice. 
Some join to continue the tradi-
tion of their family or community. 
Others join out of their own per-
sonal desire to make a difference 
and serve their country. 
Additionally, much attention 
has been paid recently to the fact 
that financial incentives play an in-
creasingly large role in military re-
cruitment, provoking arguments 
that our “volunteer” service is in 
fact the result of classist exploita-
tion of the poor, whose career op-
tions after high school may be lim-
ited. 
These reasons for joining our 
armed forces all reflect a culture in 
which it is more beneficial to pro-
mote war than to build peace. 
It is not the troops that are to 
blame: they are responding to so-
cial and financial incentives that 
our culture offers them. It is we, 
the bystanders, who must create a 
society in which it is more reward-
ing to end war than to fight in it.
For decades, cowardice has 
caused us to cling to the illusion 
that war preserves our domestic 
security and safety, therefore mak-
ing the death of our fellow citizens 
somehow seem necessary. 
We use fear as justification for 
the sacrifice of the 18-year-old 
women and men who go abroad to 
die for our “freedom.” 
It is possible and necessary to 
respectfully reject the violent tra-
ditions of our past. We must be-
gin to build a new world, in which 
teachers, civil servants and diplo-
mats are deemed more heroic than 
soldiers and generals. 
Supporters of war often criti-
cize the lofty, supposedly unreal-
istic notions of those who insist 
on peace. In reality, what is naive 
is the immovable belief that war is 
justifiable.
As the casualty counts of Iraq 
and Afghanistan continue to climb, 
we must take action.
We can no longer straddle the 
fence, holding picket signs in one 
hand while patting our troops on 
the back with the other. 
Speak out against war, and re-
spectfully refuse to show support 
for those who fight in it. 
DEATH
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What Do You Think?
If you have a strong reaction to an article, e-mail us at 
trailops@pugetsound.edu and share your voice with us. We 
will select responses each week to publish in the next issue.
Activism: Despite the merits of protesting, individuals can lose sight of how to enact actual change.
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At another time, married wom-
en’s rights were completely sup-
pressed. In 1775, British women 
lost the right to own property once 
two people tied the knot. Lord 
Blackstone, an architect of British 
common law, said, “Husband and 
wife are one person, and the hus-
band is that person.” Is this the in-
stitution of marriage we are try-
ing to protect?
At a recent point in time, the 
traditional institution of marriage 
was seen as only existing between 
people of the same race. In 1863, 
Alabama made it illegal for per-
sons of different races to be mar-
ried. This law was not removed 
until the year 2000 – and 40 per-
cent of voters even wanted to keep 
it. Is this the institution of mar-
riage we are trying to protect?
Perhaps most importantly, 
throughout most of history, mar-
riage was not about love and com-
panionship. Marriage has been 
about political ties, financial 
benefits, maintaining a genet-
ic line, business agreements be-
tween families and multiplying 
an ethnic or religious population. 
But only quite recently has mar-
riage been about choosing a lov-
ing partner in life. 
There is no “tradition” or “insti-
tution” of marriage. Marriage has 
taken many different forms and 
has included and excluded people 
of all kinds. Opponents of same-
sex marriage argue that this step 
would be a fundamental depar-
ture from marriage as we know it. 
But so were interracial marriage 
and equality between spouses and 
not being betrothed to someone 
by your parents. 
These have all been changes 
from the way marriage used to be. 
But they were good changes, and 
did not in any way undermine the 
“institution” of marriage. They 
each made marriage better be-
cause they allowed for people who 
love each other to be together, and 
not be discriminated against le-
gally.
MARRiAgE     
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Want to submit a Hey You? 
E-mail 
trailheyyou@pugetsound.edu 
or put one in the box in 
Diversions.
The Trail will never publish 
Hey You’s that explicitly refer to 
individuals or groups or drug and 
alcohol references.
G R I Z Z  l I S T
Submit your posts to:
trailheyyou@pugetsound.edu.
Your post should include a brief description, a category 
(Sale, Service or Event) and a campus e-mail address.
We will run your ads for two weeks, but feel free to post 
them again.
Sales:
• Looking to sell a pair of size 38 women’s La Sporti-
va climbing shoes in good condition.
E-mail: karbogast@pugetsound.edu
• One HP Deskjet D4160 printer, one Chefmate 
mini-fridge and one 13” television. All in mint condi-
tion. $40 each. E-mail for more details! 
E-mail: jilacqua@pugetsound.edu
Events: submit now!
Services: 
• Leaving for winter break? Need a house-sitter or 
just have some extra space for a temporary room-
mate? That would be great since I don’t have a place 
to go for break! 
E-mail: rhoff@pugetsound.edu
“HEY YOU,” the plaid pantry 
called…they want their plaid back.
“HEY YOU,” I heard your grand-
pa likes special brownies, and I’m 
calling the police.
“HEY YOU,” engine house 3, you 
belong to me!
“HEY YOU,” sexy Hawaiian with 
the long hair and ukulele, way to be 
a winner!
“HEY YOU,” there are some se-
crets that are empowering to tell, 
and some that are just re-victimiz-
ing and frustrating. Know the dif-
ference.
“HEY YOU,” meet me in the for-
est, and we’ll go find the elephant.
“HEY YOU,” North Quad! Come 
to the Yule Ball! Dec. 5th, 8-11 p.m. 
Trimble Forum.
“HEY YOU,” dark-haired, late 
night Diversions worker! Thanks for 
making the best foam I’ve ever had.
“HEY YOU,” UT, you guys real-
ize that the sketch show wasn’t that 
funny this year, right? I still love 
you guys & I’ll keep coming, but I 
thought you needed an outsider’s 
perspective. You got it next semes-
ter, guys!
“HEY YOU,” that tomato is clearly 
Richard Nixon.
“HEY YOU,” blonde TP basement 
boy, why do you only hang out with 
drunk girls?
“HEY YOU,” did I dream this or 
did you actually stick your finger in 
my butt?
“HEY YOU,” all for Free…enough 
said.
“HEY YOU,” how do you feel 
about the good ole switch-a-roo?
“HEY YOU,” campus community, 
how awesome would it be if ev-
eryone got the Hey Yous that were 
meant for them? I picture that scene 
in “Mean Girls,” but with more sex.
“HEY YOU,” God-forbid we just 
talk to each other. –Ed.
“HEY YOU,” Cellar shoplifters…
the security camera isn’t broken…In 
fact, Security Services and Judicial 
Affairs have a great view.
“HEY YOU,” stop dumping cof-
fee cups into our window well! Plant 
killers!
“HEY YOU,” I’m really jonesin’ 
for some of your sweet Vitamin D. 
Let’s hang out, K?
“HEY YOU,” theatre prof, please 
don’t make me use power tools 
again. They’re scary.
“HEY YOU,” fearless leader, I can’t 
help loving you. Know that you’re 
awesome.
“HEY YOU,” Influential Women! 
…enough said.
“HEY YOU,” S.U.B., seriously? No 
trays, no trash cans? Do you want it 
to be so f***ing messy?
“HEY YOU,” girl at Indochine 
during parents weekend, I would 
not mind bringing you there just 
you and me.
“HEY YOU,” Operation Beautiful 
people, thanks. You make me feel 
beautiful even though I’m a guy.
“HEY YOU,” cape guy, you make 
my day.
“HEY YOU,” UT Sketch, great 
show! Especially you, you skinny 
blond hillbilly.
“HEY YOU,” stop throwing my 
cards all on the floor. 52 pick up 
hungover is not cool.
“HEY YOU,” you are a beautiful 
roommate and I love our dance par-
ties and sing-a-longs to Disney mu-
sic. Keep up the amazingness.
“HEY YOU,” out there on your 
own, sitting naked by the phone, 
can you help me?
“HEY YOU,” the phone was bro-
ken. Stop hating.
“HEY YOU,” bro-ish clarinet play-
er in concert band, I’m very deeply 
in love with the back of your head.
“HEY YOU,” girls should wear 
skirts and go commando more of-
ten. Might improve atmosphere at 
school.
“HEY YOU,” girl who comes to 
visit Harrington 2nd floor, thanks 
for making me realize that no wom-
en will ever like me.  EVER.
“HEY YOU,” cute writer for the 
trail, I’m looking forward to having 
class with you next semester!
“HEY YOU,” sweatshirt girl: word 
on the street is that it’s not hard to 
get an A-Phi.
“HEY YOU,” redhead Cellar girl. 
Your pizza isn’t the only thing that’s 
hot.
“HEY YOU,” I’ve always won-
dered what’s under Orion’s belt. 
“HEY YOU,” Hippies. See you on 
the dance floor!
“HEY YOU,” housemates! You’re 
presh 08.
“HEY YOU,” What happened to 
U? Ur dillusional...growing pot to 
maintain ur lifestyle is only cool 
when Nancy Botwin does it.
“HEY YOU,” Diversions dickhead 
who stole the mug I really liked. I 
hope it breaks out of it and you scald 
yourself. You’re a prick.
“HEY YOU,” Duke of Earl, I love 
your eye makeup!
“HEY YOU,” Why did you ask for 
my number if you weren’t going to 
call me? :(
“HEY YOU,” next time you’re in 
the third floor library bathroom and 
consider leaving a book open to a 
picture of a naked woman, consider 
closing the book at least. Thanks.
“HEY YOU,” When you barf in 
a public restroom, clean your spew 
up!
“HEY YOU,” I haven’t answered 
your texts or Facebook IMs for a 
month. Take a hint! I think you are a 
HUGE creeper.
“HEY YOU,” I know you have a 
girlfriend, but I still love making 
your coffee.
“HEY YOU,” Kayak goddesses, I 
would take the sky with you any day. 
Let’s show the boys how it’s done.
“HEY YOU,” Sculpture class, you 
guys are pretty great. Let’s use our 
cardboard towers to build a city for 
really, really short people.
“HEY YOU,” Team Panda. Word, 
yo.
“HEY YOU,” Kappa Kai means 
being redundant and dominating at 
Sundodger.
“HEY YOU,” Kappa Kai means 
being redundant and dominating at 
Sundodger.
“HEY YOU,” sleep is for the tired. 
That’s all of us.
“HEY YOU,” jerk who stole my 
lime green marmot raincoat. Return 
it anonymously to Security because 
karma is real!
“HEY YOU,” my favorite stallion, 
God gave you a medallion.
“HEY YOU,” if you’re not fighting 
to end oppression, you are perpetu-
ating it.
“HEY YOU,” 4th floor Seward 
RA. Fancy loves you.
“HEY YOU,” the library is not 
the place to have a chat on your cell 
phone. Like, oh my God!
“HEY YOU,” My dear housemates, 
your golden retriever loves you with 
all her heart!
“HEY YOU,” brand new BFFs, 
you can watch Gilmore Girls with 
us anytime and we won’t tell!
“HEY YOU,” Thugs... bring it on.
“HEY YOU,” please stop reaching 
down your pants in class. It’s gross.
“HEY YOU,” girl workin’ the D’s 
in the library. I’ll keep you and your 
D’s company while you work!
“HEY YOU,” Happy 18th birth-
day! Yay for being legal!
“HEY YOU,” sexy RDG dancer 
from Seward, you rock my socks!
“HEY YOU,” fearless leader. I ad-
mire and greatly esteem you. I also 
think you’re hot. What do you say to 
a date?
“HEY YOU,” girl who just slaved 
me, kiss me harder next time.
“HEY YOU,” It comforts me to 
know that I have a significant leg up 
over my peers purely based upon 
my grasp of the English language.
“HEY YOU,” Harrington base-
ment smoker, do us all a big huge 
nifty favor. Choke on that cigarette 
butt and don’t be a rude pretentious 
prick to the grill guy. No one likes 
you, everyone loves his cheeseburg-
ers. 
“HEY YOU,” I wanna make a 
move, but you tend to go for pretty 
witchy girls. Ask me out instead!
“HEY YOU,” Jacob Black look-a-
like. I’d choose you over Edward any 
day!
“HEY YOU,” did you really just 
compare Britney Spears to Rosa 
Parks?
“HEY YOU,” Sustainability Com-
mittee, God help you if you take the 
trays from the servery. I need to put 
my food on them!
“HEY YOU,” it’s going to be fine.
www.GrandCinema.com
Tickets are
$6.50 with 
your 
student ID!
A SERIOUS MAN (R)
Fri: 2:15, 4:30, 6:50, 9:10
Sat/Sun: 12, 2:15, 4:30, 6:50, 9:10
Mon-Wed: 2:15, 4:30, 6:50, 9:10
Thurs: 2:15, 4:30, 9:10
The Perfect 
Show
Thurs: 7:00
Part of the “Three 
Thursdays with Karl 
Krogstad” series!
LA DANSE: THE PARIS 
OPERA BALLET (NR)
Fri-Sun: 1:00, *4:15, 7:40
Mon-Wed: 4:15, 7:40
Thurs: 1:00, 4:15, 7:40
* A discussion will follow Saturday’s 4:15pm showing
AN EDUCATION (PG-13)
Fri: 2:30, 4:45, 7:05, 9:15
Sat/Sun: 12:15, 2:30, 4:45, 7:05, 9:15
Mon-Thurs: 2:30, 4:45, 7:05, 9:15
Don’t miss our annual 
movie poster sale, Satur-
day, Dec 5th, 10a-12p at 
the Grand Cinema!
Get a jump on your 
holiday shopping!
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According to the Tacoma Art 
Museum’s website, the Muse 
membership program is a way for 
higher education institutions to 
extend additional art resources 
to their students.
Thomas Duke, Manager of 
Membership and Annual Giving 
,discussed costs and the program 
in a recent e-mail.
“The Muse Program is a spe-
cial organizational membership 
that allows participating schools 
to offer free admission for their 
students, faculty and staff by 
simply showing their student ID 
or business card at our admis-
sions desk,” Duke said. 
Puget Sound has been a Muse 
member since 2006.
“I would like to thank Kristine 
Bartanen, Academic Vice Presi-
dent and Dean of the University, 
for her support of this program 
over the years and recognition of 
its importance to the students, 
faculty and staff of Puget Sound,” 
Duke said. 
Just as many Puget Sound 
courses incorporate discussion 
of community issues, Muse’s aim 
also extends beyond the class-
room. 
“The Muse program aims to 
encourage students to engage in 
the rich artistic endeavors of the 
region, put historical and artistic 
studies in better context through 
meaningful experiences and in-
teractions, as well as extend their 
higher education to a forum out-
side the limitations of the class-
room. We hope to bring the cur-
riculum to life for all students 
that visit Tacoma Art Museum. 
“This special membership pro-
gram is just one example of Ta-
coma Art Museum’s mission to 
connect people through art. This 
partnership with local institu-
tions of higher learning is an ex-
tension of their academic, cre-
ative and visual resources for 
faculty and staff to enhance their 
students’ education,” Duke said.
Further, for the student of art, 
whether it be in terms of interest 
or major, Tacoma Art Museum 
offers a 20 percent discount off 
membership. 
“Members receive invitations 
to exhibition previews and spe-
cial events, a subscription to Mu-
seum Notes now featured in City 
Arts Tacoma magazine on a quar-
terly basis, a 10 percent discount 
in the Museum Store, a discount 
on education programs and com-
plimentary guest passes along 
with current membership pro-
motion available at time of pur-
chase,” Duke said. Reasonable 
prices make the Museum all the 
more accessible for faculty, staff 
and student families. 
The Museum is also home to 
the Art Resource Center, to as-
sist with research. “Access for 
students and faculty academ-
ic research and projects. We al-
low students to make photocop-
ies of our reference materials 
books, magazines, articles, artist 
files, etc. for free and also offer 
free WiFi throughout the Muse-
um and Internet access in the Re-
source Center,” Duke said.
Art, as an expression for the 
inner and outer worlds, is easily 
available for viewing at the Taco-
ma Art Museum. 
“To me art is the universal lan-
guage that we all have the in-
nate ability to understand and 
use to communicate what it tru-
ly means to be human. Art tells 
stories, preserves history, reveals 
truths as well conceals secrets. 
Art allows us to know ourselves 
better as individuals and citizens 
of the world through the interac-
tion of the work and our senses,” 
Duke said. No excuses now, Log-
gers. Delve into the visual! 
Let’s face it — student budgets are limiting. When winter pounces on Tacoma, students take shelter in campus hotspots and venues within walking distance. The ballet and other marks of high culture are rarely frequented, though not necessarily 
due to lack of interest.  However, there is one cultural 
opportunity where money is no longer as an obstacle: 
Tacoma’s own art museum.
By SHELBy TAyLOR
Picking Up 
the Slack: 
As students 
begin 
to save 
money, the 
Tacoma Art 
Museum’s 
Muse 
Program will 
help ensure 
a richer 
cultural 
education for 
free. 
ASUPS PHOTO SERVICES/ALLEN WARD
“This special membership program is just one example 
of Tacoma Art Museums’s mission to connect people 
through art. This partnership with local institutions of 
higher learning is an extension of their academic, creative 
and visual resources for faculty and staff to enhance their 
student’s education.”
—Thomas Duke
Muse program 
enhances learning
With student budgets dwindling, 
Tacoma Art Museum’s MUSE program 
is picking up some of the slack. 
ASUPS PHOTO SERVICES/ALLEN WARD
FOR MORE INFO: 
Contact Duke at tduke@taco-
maartmuseum.org or (253) 272-
4258. x3042.
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The pure, rugged beauty of the 
Sound is undeniable. In addition to be-
ing a natural wonder, the Port strength-
ens Tacoma’s economic importance. 
The Port brings crucial business to the 
area, provides employment and pres-
ents new opportunities for develop-
ment within the region. Tara Matti-
na, the chair of Media Relations at the 
Port of Tacoma, came to campus dur-
ing a “brown-bag” economics lunch-
time lecture to discuss the importance 
of the Port and the new implications of 
global trade. 
Established in 1918, the Port of Ta-
coma is one of the most influential 
ports in the United States. The natu-
rally deep waters of the Port enable the 
largest ships in the world to easily come 
into the harbor. Washington’s geo-
graphic location places it within close 
distance to China, which is the current 
manufacturing hub of the world. Taco-
ma’s location is also ideal for transport-
ing goods to and from Alaska. It is the 
leading North American seaport, with 
more than $36 billion in annual trade. 
Products that pass through the Port 
provide basic necessities for large por-
tions of the United States. More than 
70 percent of the Port’s internation-
al cargo heads east on the rail system 
to major economic cities like Chicago, 
Indianapolis, New York, and Boston. 
Pierce County is the most trade de-
pendent county, with Washington the 
most trade dependent state. There are 
43,000 jobs in Pierce County related to 
international trade. 
From an environmental perspec-
tive, the use of the Port actually helps 
the land it surrounds. The Port of Taco-
ma buys otherwise contaminated and 
wasted land with tax dollars, cleans it, 
and then rents it to companies for 20-
30 year leases. In addition, the carbon 
footprint produced in the distance 
between Asia and the West Coast is 
smaller than that from Asia to the Pan-
ama Canal. The Port has also invested 
millions of dollars in various projects 
aimed at cleaning and improving the 
region. There is a doctrine of environ-
mentally minded principles that the 
Port adheres to. The Port aims to pro-
tect land and water, restore habitat, re-
duce diesel emissions and partner with 
the community. 
The increasing trade between in-
ternational economic powers like the 
United States and China highlights 
the interdependency between cultures. 
The international market as a whole is 
greatly affected by these changes. For 
example, the rise of the middle class 
in China has heightened a demand 
for luxury goods. This demand in turn 
creates more jobs across the world in 
the Pierce County region. Agricul-
tural products are another example of 
the inter-connectedness of the global 
market. China now receives substan-
tial Portions of dairy products and 
beef from the United States. Given that 
China is a hub of economic activity, the 
goods that are transported there are fil-
tered throughout the entire region. The 
proximity of Japan and Korea places 
emphasis on China’s importance as a 
regional economic center. 
In response to the benefits of her 
job, Mattina said, “I see the Port as very 
beneficial to the community. We use 
tax payers dollars to clean property for 
the public benefit.” 
Question 1: How has your time 
at Puget Sound been enriched by 
an experience with someone, (stu-
dent, faculty or staff), from a dif-
ferent race, ethnicity, culture, 
sexual orientation, religion, socio-
economic class or someone who 
has a disability, visible or invisi-
ble?       
Question 2: If we Created a Cul-
ture of Inclusive Learning, what 
would that look like in 2015?
Response to Question 1:
 My sophomore year I was liv-
ing on a themed floor with several 
people who were of different back-
grounds than me. One worked 
his way to earn a scholarship and 
could not afford health care, de-
spite constant back pain.
When I joined Greek life, I met 
brothers from all walks of life. One 
was physically disabled requiring 
the aid of a service dog. Anoth-
er had grown up in Sicily, and yet 
others had grown up from virtual-
ly every state in the Union. Grow-
ing up in a progressive California 
city, I was comfortable around gay 
people, and was impressed of how 
accepting the school was of peo-
ple of all races, creeds, and ori-
entation. Every person here has a 
unique story and they are not os-
tracized for sharing it.
 Response to Question 2:
 I’m not sure how you can mea-
sure a culture of inclusive learn-
ing, but if the goal was to fur-
ther increase a mutual feeling of 
diversity and acceptance, then I 
would recommend recruiting in 
more states and communities. It 
has been commented that the ra-
cial diversity at Puget Sound could 
use improvement, and I think that 
while it is important, vitally im-
portant, to have a diverse cam-
pus, extreme measures such as se-
lection for admission forced upon 
us, are not the answer.  The answer 
is to, as mentioned earlier, recruit 
in more diverse areas. The school 
tends to recruit heavily in high-
population, politically bland areas. 
In an “ideal” situation, we would 
see more diversity in geographic 
background, ethnic diversity, and 
most importantly, a continuation 
of the environment of acceptance 
and tolerance is already present.
VAluING WhOlENESS AChIEVED 
ThROuGh DIFFERENCE
Stopping 
in Their 
Tracks: 
Senior Alex 
Keyes had 
students 
stopping 
midstep 
when he 
set up his 
public art 
project on 
Nov. 20. 
By MADDIE ByERS
T A K I N G  T h E  l O N G  W A Y
port of tacoma proves treasure
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Vegetarians enjoy record-
breaking levels of post-
thanksgiving smugness
The Combat Zone is intended as a satirical work. The views and opinions expressed by the Combat Zone do not necessarily reflect those of the Puget Sound Trail, ASUPS, 
concerned parties or the University of Puget Sound. Please submit compliments or complaints in the form of letters to the editor. 
By CARL FRITZ
In the wake of Thanksgiving 2009, 
millions around the country were 
satisfied and full from an extremely 
high calorie meal. The vegetarians 
of the world, though arguably not 
quite as satiated as those who pre-
fer to eat the flesh of an animal, felt 
a different sensation. The emotion 
these vegetarians felt was an unrea-
sonable sense of smugness.
“It’s just that I don’t like to see 
helpless animals suffer. I mean, 
think about it: I wouldn’t want any-
one to eat me. I bet if you were a 
turkey, you certainly wouldn’t want 
someone to center a whole holiday 
around eating you,” Sandra Nacobi 
said with unbelievable smugness. 
Nacobi, 22, became a vegetari-
an in December 2008, and recent-
ly enjoyed her very first Thanksgiv-
ing as a person who, when given the 
choice, would rather not eat meat.
Nacobi’s smugness was not taint-
ed in the slightest by the knowledge 
that last Thanksgiving she con-
sumed over three helpings of store-
bought turkey.
Many vegetarians pretended to 
enjoy eating Tofurkey or other sub-
stitutes for real turkey during their 
Thanksgiving meals. While they 
lacked sincere enjoyment of their 
dry and bland food, vegetarians 
around the world were able to more 
than make up for the loss of flavor 
through the awareness that they 
were not complicit in the murder of 
an animal. 
Many meat eaters attempted to 
assuage their guilt by bringing the 
intelligence of the turkey into ques-
tion.
“Well, if it didn’t want to be eat-
en, it shouldn’t have been genetical-
ly bred in a series of cages and labo-
ratories,” noticeably confused Mark 
Roter said. Roter was unable to be 
reached for further comment, but 
that was probably for the best.
By SADIE WAyNE
On a routine training mission 
Tuesday, Santa’s sleigh was hijacked 
by Somali pirates near the gulf of 
Aden. Santa’s head elf, Sprinkles, 
was doing a test run with the sleigh 
over the east coast of Africa, when 
the sleigh was forcefully taken by 
pirates who used machine guns and 
rocket-propelled grenades to gain 
control of the craft. 
When U.N. naval forces arrived 
on the scene, the sleigh was gone 
and Sprinkles was face down in 
the water with a small piece of kelp 
wrapped around one leg and a fish 
nibbling at his eyeball. 
The news of this latest pirate at-
tack comes on the heels of an attack 
on a Greek oil tanker earlier in the 
week. With the rising number of pi-
rate attacks, people are becoming 
more and more disillusioned with 
the romantic pirate image perpetu-
ated by movies such as “Pirates of 
the Caribbean.” 
When the U.N. was asked to com-
ment on this most recent attack, its 
spokesperson said, “These people 
are not the Jack Sparrow type. If 
they were, this would be much less 
serious because who wouldn’t want 
to get hijacked by Jack Sparrow? He 
is so dreamy. But these pirates are 
nothing like that. They come from 
the lawless east coast of Africa, and 
not in the cool way.” 
An ice memorial was erected at 
Santa’s workshop at the North Pole 
to remember Sprinkles’ most val-
iant deed in the service of Santa. 
The big question that now stands 
is what Santa will do about the hi-
jacking. 
“I put them on the naughty list,” 
he said through streaming tears. 
“What more can I do? That’s all the 
power I have.” 
The technical problem of whether 
or not Santa will make his circum-
navigation of the world on Christ-
mas night is just beginning to be 
addressed. There is neither enough 
time to build a new sleigh, nor to 
train new reindeer to pull it, seeing 
as Rudolph and the other reindeer 
are now hostages of the pirates. 
The pirates have demanded a ran-
som for the reindeer, which Santa 
would happily pay, but what many 
people fail to realize is that Santa 
does not have money. 
He has a skilled workforce, but 
has never had any need for money, 
and the pirates have made it clear 
that no amount of toys and good-
ies will buy their freedom. For now, 
all we can do is hope that Santa will 
still be coming to town.
Santa’s sleigh hijacked by pirates
Holiday Edition
present this coupon at 
DiVERSionS CAFE for
1 FREE 
Mint christmas Miracle Soy-chai Mocha double
Shot caramel Steamer w/ Whip
*Valid until 12/18/2009
Dear Editor,
I am sending this letter because 
I have a very important message 
for my Secret Santa recipient. Her 
name is Jennifer Boggs.
Jennifer, I hope you are reading 
this. You do not know who I am, but 
don’t be afraid. I am a pretty normal 
guy and my name is Dan. I stum-
bled across your school’s webpage, 
which has a cool new design with 
a lot of great interactive features, 
and I found you in the student di-
rectory. But don’t worry, I am not a 
creep; it’s not like I singled you out 
or anything. I just did a random 
scroll down the page and clicked on 
a random name. Your name got the 
luck of the draw.
I do it every year as part of my 
special Christmas tradition. It all 
began three years ago, when I was 
34. I realized my life so far had little 
purpose to it, that I was living self-
ishly. I was just a low-level techni-
cian installing seat cushions over at 
Boeing. Then I had my epiphany: 
I was going to start giving back to 
my community. I was lacking in the 
department of charity, so I decided 
that every year I would pick a ran-
dom stranger to do something real 
nice for every Christmas, some-
thing that would really make them 
happy and feel good.
So you see, Jennifer, the rea-
son I am trying to get your atten-
tion is because I want you to be 
happy. Now, I have been watching 
you since October 23, trying to fig-
ure out what kind of thing to do for 
you this Christmas, but I am kind 
of stumped.
Usually, I only have to watch my 
subject for a few days before I know 
what kind of thing to buy them or 
service to provide for them. But 
you are different, Jennifer, and I 
think you know it. You are special. 
You just seem to have everything al-
ready.
You have a nice Acura Integra 
with all kinds of cool bumper stick-
ers, a sleek iPhone with an Apple 
Care protection plan, and a real-
ly nice assortment of silk pajamas. 
What more does a girl need?
I pondered this question for 
weeks on end. I thought about it 
when you stopped by the Ceramics 
Building last Wednesday to check 
on your ceramic jugs. I wondered 
if I should I buy her some perfect 
jugs? Then you came out holding 
your perfectly sculpted jugs and I 
knew that idea was out of the ques-
tion.
I thought about it as you went 
into that party at the Sigma Chi 
house that one time. It gave me the 
grand idea of buying you a fine ar-
ray of alcoholic drinks. But at 1 a.m. 
you stumbled out and vomited on 
the lawn. Obviously, hard drinks 
aren’t for you.
So as you see, Jennifer, I was 
pretty stumped. And this made me 
mad. But you wouldn’t know what 
that feels like because you are nev-
er mad. I am always mad, pretty 
much. And I got really mad when I 
realized that you never get mad.
When I realized that, I decided 
that I was going to throw out the 
whole idea of getting you some-
thing nice and hepful, and instead, 
I was going to get you something 
mean and hurtful. You could use a 
little pain in your perfect little life, 
Jennifer, and I am going to give it 
to you. But don’t worry, Jennifer, 
it is not going to be physical pain; 
just emotional and maybe a little bit 
spiritual.
Just kidding, Jennifer, some of the 
pain will probably be physical. Basi-
cally, what I am going to give you is 
a gift box with some kind of dan-
gerous poison or animal inside of 
it. I haven’t really decided, but it is 
between anthrax and piranhas. The 
problem with the piranhas is that I 
need a waterproof gift box for that, 
but you would probably be able to 
notice if it was that type of box, be-
cause they have a funny type of lid.
I am looking into other types of 
lids, but as of right now it looks like 
you will be getting some anthrax. 
The great thing about it is that you 
won’t know which present it will 
be in. You see, Jennifer, I am going 
to be giving you something like 11 
presents, and the anthrax might not 
even be inside any of those. I might 
just sneak it into one of your mom’s 
presents, but it won’t even make a 
difference because I am going to use 
the same kind of wrapping paper as 
her.
Anyway, I just wanted to tell you 
about my plan. The only thing I 
need from you is some feedback. I 
am pretty set on hurting you some-
how, but I am not extremely partic-
ular about how I do it. The anthrax 
is just a working idea. Do you want 
me to hurt you in a different way? 
Like, do you want cyanide instead? 
Or can I just sexually assault you? 
You can let me know in a Hey You 
or even just a Post-It note on your 
front door. I’ll find it. I look forward 
to our correspondence.
Yours,
Secret Santa Dan
letter: Voyeuristic efforts give 
local stalker perfect idea for gift
Stalker: This guy will probably see you before you see him.
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T R A I L  F E AT U R E D  C OA C H :  P H I L  W I L L E N B R O C K ,  F O O T BA L L
Logger swimming has completed 
the first half of their season, coming 
on strong toward the end of 2009 af-
ter starting off with two losses.
The Puget Sound men and wom-
en had both been victorious in their 
last three head-to-head meets, beat-
ing PLU, Willamette and Linfield 
before heading to the Northwest In-
vitational in Portland, Ore.
After both teams opened the year 
with losses to Seattle and Simon 
Fraser, they have turned it on and 
have gotten back to usual form.
The women’s team has been on a 
complete tear in conference swim-
ming this year, winning each of 
their matches by over 50 points. At 
the NWI, the Loggers won by nearly 
200 points after the second day. 
After winning the 200 yd. med-
ley relay, three swimmers took first 
place in the meet, with senior Eliz-
abeth MacAfee (Los Gatos, Calif.) 
taking first place in the 100 yd. but-
terfly, freshman Tracy Wormwood 
(Elk River, Minn.) winning the 200 
yd. breaststroke, and senior Hal-
ly Roberts (Boulder, Colo.) taking 
home the 50 yd. freestyle.
On the men’s side, there has been 
a near equal degree of domination 
in the water as they’ve won their 
head-to-head meets by a wide mar-
gin as well. 
In the NWI, the men nearly 
squeaked out a victory over defend-
ing champion Whitworth. They had 
two first place finishes, taking their 
own 200 yd. medley relay as a team, 
and with freshman Aleksander Jere-
mic (Skopje, Macedonia) take home 
the 100 yd. butterfly.
While the teams are done until 
the new year, there is plenty to be 
happy about going into the break. 
The women will be looking to re-
claim the spot on top of the confer-
ence they’ve inhabited for the last 
decade, while the men will try yet 
again to de-throne Whitworth.
A T T E N T I O N  S T U D E N T S
Fall Openings
==============================
$13.25 base/appt 
No experience necessary 
Part time/full time 
Internships possible, conditions apply
All ages 18+, customer sales/service
Interviewing Now
(253) 539-2044
Logger swimming turns up heat after tough start
By VINCE GHIRINGHELLI
The Puget Sound men’s basket-
ball team is getting some tough love 
from their early preseason sched-
ule.
Through six games this season, 
the Loggers are 2-4. They’re under 
.500 for the first time since 2001 and 
will have to wait nearly two weeks 
from the time of their game against 
Wisconsin — Eau Claire to catch the 
record up. Needless to say, it’s been a 
tough start for a team that is used to 
winning the kind of games they’ve 
been on the losing end of.
Despite the early season woes, 
the Loggers have no reason to pan-
ic. There’s no reason to even be 
alarmed at the record as their loss-
es have been to two ranked division 
III teams, an NAIA powerhouse and 
the perennially strong division II 
St. Martins Saints. With only four 
members of the team having already 
seen significant playing time in pre-
vious seasons, being thrown to the 
firing squad early on may end up 
being the best thing that happens to 
this team down the road.
So many things Puget Sound has 
done on the court so far in 2009 
have been positive that it’s hard to be 
pessimistic. They work hard on of-
fense. There is fire on defense. They 
move the ball extremely well and 
chase down rebounds. Eventually, 
once this scrambled team gets com-
fortable, Logger basketball will look 
like the familiar force fans have be-
come accustomed to seeing. 
For most of the season, Puget 
Sound has seen some top-heavy of-
fensive outings. Four Loggers aver-
age over 11 points per game, with 
senior forward Austin Boyce (Kent, 
Wash.) leading the way with 17 per 
game. As the team completely lacks 
a junior class, it may be awhile be-
fore they find a key bench contribu-
tor that can give them a boost, but 
it will happen. As more experience 
comes, the comfort zone in the up-
tempo offense will increase for ev-
eryone.
As any successful team knows, 
the key to winning games is find-
ing a way to synthesize chemistry, 
talent and experience. The Loggers 
have players like senior guard Co-
lin Koach (Portland, Ore.) to show 
them how to play the game the right 
way. 
Expect the extra rest and practice 
time Puget Sound got over the past 
week to pay dividends when they 
take on Northwest, Warner Pacific 
and Portland Bible. With the North-
west Conference schedule looming, 
these next few games will be of the 
utmost importance for a team look-
ing to climb back on top.
By VINCE GHIRINGHELLI
Young men’s basketball team surviving early growing pains
Earlier this week, the athletic administra-
tion announced that football coach Phil Wil-
lenbrock would not be returning next year. 
Willenbrock has led the program for the 
last eight years, but the 0-9 record in the most 
recent outing led the administration to search 
for a new direction for the team.
Superficially, it is easy to discount the ef-
forts of the coaching staff. The record was less 
than credible, but the team was always com-
petitive. The reason Willenbrock was let go 
was because he helped establish an expecta-
tion for success in the program, as his 7-3 re-
cord in 2006 was the best the team has had in 
19 years.  
Before Willenbrock arrived in 2002, Logger 
football was a laughingstock. The program 
was in shambles, and the teams got blown out 
in nearly every game. His staff helped bring 
respectability to the team, and whoever takes 
over as head coach will have much better cir-
cumstances to work under than Willenbrock 
did at the time of his appointment.
While change is not always a bad thing, 
what Willenbrock and the rest of the coaching 
staff did for the team and campus community 
should not be overlooked or discounted. 
Diving In: Jackson Kowalski and the rest of the swimmers have gotten the season on track.
Fresh Faces: Sophomore Caleb Shelton is one of three new players in the Loggers’ starting five.
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Face of the franchise: one-on-one with Claire Ely
Basketball season is increasing in 
excitement with each game.  Both 
the men and women’s varsity teams 
have proven that they are talented 
and determined athletes.  Although 
the first games of the varsity wom-
en’s season were away, their return 
home is highly anticipated.
Since the first grade, Claire Ely 
(Walnut Creek, Calif.) has prov-
en to be a great asset on the court. 
Her years at Puget Sound have been 
marked with both challenges and 
triumphs on and off the court. Her 
perseverance has helped the Log-
gers move to three NWC Champi-
onship games.
“There is no greater feeling than 
winning a big game against your ri-
val team, and no way to explain the 
emotions that come with a winning 
season, moving on to the National 
tournament,” Ely said.
Ely’s love for the game as well as 
her team, which she considers to be 
her family, has allowed her to grow 
as an athlete as well as a student. 
“My journey from freshman to se-
nior year has been an incredible ac-
complishment. What we have done 
as a team on the basketball court 
and in the classroom is something 
to be proud of,” she said.
During the 2008 and 2009 basket-
ball season, Ely was named to the 
First Team All-Northwest Confer-
ence.  She has taken the reins of the 
women’s team as the floor general, 
leading a team that has proven its 
athletic prowess during each game 
last season and this season thus far.  
“We will finish in the top four of 
our conference, allowing us to com-
pete for the conference title. Our 
goal also is to get back to Nationals 
this year, and we have the team to do 
it,” Ely said.  
With the talent that Ely has, as 
well as the talent of her teammates, 
this goal is attainable.
Last season, Ely averaged 12.9 
points and played a total of 969 min-
utes.  In the first five games of the 
2009 and 2010 season, she has aid-
ed her team by scoring a total of 37 
points with six assists. 
Although this is Ely’s last season 
as Logger athlete, she has no doubt 
that the team will continue to suc-
ceed. “I know with the coaches and 
players we have now, the tradition 
will continue this year and many 
years to come,” she said.
Expect this season to be as excit-
ing as the previous one.  The com-
bination of seasoned Logger ath-
letes and talented underclassmen 
will make each game an experience 
you do not want to miss. 
By HANNAH CHASE
Women’s basketball dominant through first five games
The Puget Sound women’s bas-
ketball team is off to a hot start to 
their season, opening up the year 
with a 4-1 start despite half of their 
roster featuring rookies.  
For a team of only 11 healthy 
players that include five freshmen, 
some growing pains would have 
been expected in the early going. 
To completely discount the out-
look, the Loggers have blown out 
their opponents in their four victo-
ries and took home the tournament 
crown from the Lady ‘Yote Classic 
at the College of Idaho in Caldwell, 
Idaho over the holiday weekend. 
A large reason for the team’s 
success is the play of senior guard 
Claire Ely (Walnut Creek, Calif.). 
Ely is averaging 18.8 points, 5.4 as-
sists and 4.0 rebounds per game 
while playing nearly every single 
minute of the season.  Ely has been 
poised to have this kind of season 
for awhile, as she has been one of 
the main contributors to the pro-
gram since arriving on campus. 
Sophomore G/F Jocelyn Rior-
dan has continued her strong out-
ing from her freshman year into 
this season, averaging 14.6 points 
per game. Riordan has struggled 
shooting the ball, and should see 
her scoring average spike as she 
gets more comfortable in the sea-
son. 
As  a team, Puget Sound’s main 
weakness has been shooting. The 
Loggers are shooting a mere 26 
percent from long range, and only 
39 percent from the field over-
all. Luckily for them, teams tend 
to shoot the ball better as the year 
goes on, so hopefully this statistic 
holds true for the Loggers as well.
Puget Sound has a chance to 
take a large wave of momentum 
into conference play, as they have 
only four games in the next month. 
With a matchup looming against 
Cal Lutheran, the only team to 
beat defending National Champi-
on George Fox in over a year, the 
Loggers have a chance to make a 
statement to the conference and 
the country in that game. 
The Loggers take on St. Martins 
next Wednesday before taking an-
other long break. 
By VINCE GHIRINGHELLI
Lead Guard: Claire Ely has been the point guard for the Loggers for the past three seasons. 
Triple Threat: The Loggers are finding that even if they aren’t shooting the ball well, they have other methods of getting a victory.
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It seems readers as of late are en-
amored with novels that twine the 
historical with the imagined: think 
of Tracy Chevalier’s “Girl with a 
Pearl Earring,” which was made 
into a feature film, or Geraldine 
Brooks’ “March,” which won a Pu-
litzer Prize. 
Barbara Kingsolver’s new novel 
“The Lacuna” is the latest book to 
weave a fictional narrative with real 
people and events.
Like its literary predecessors, 
“The Lacuna” twinkles with like-
nesses of historical figures. The 
main character Harrison Shepherd 
is, much like Forrest Gump, an in-
advertent bystander to history.
“The Lacuna” is also a mock 
memoir with a false air of histori-
cal accuracy, like Arthur Golden’s 
“Memoirs of a Geisha.” Supposed-
ly, its contents, which include diary 
entries as well as letters, articles and 
transcripts, have been compiled by 
an “archivist” who provides notes 
offering insights into Shepherd’s 
life. 
To complete the marriage of fact 
and fiction, Kingsolver actually in-
corporates real newspaper clippings 
into this sparkling tale.
“The Lacuna” is Kingsolver’s 
first full-length novel since “Prod-
igal Summer,” released nine years 
ago. As such, it has been anxiously 
awaited by her fans, and is destined 
to be instant book club fodder ev-
erywhere. 
“The Lacuna” is perhaps King-
solver’s most ambitious novel. It at-
tempts to shed light on the events 
of the last century by providing an 
insider voice, weaving disparate 
threads together in the process.
Harrison Shepherd is the mem-
oirist here, and the novel begins 
with him in his boyhood, a book-
lover around 13 years old stuck on 
a jungle island with his mother and 
her lover Enrique. 
Harrison’s beautiful and stylish 
mother, Salome Shepherd, is not 
quite a Joan-Crawford-in-Mom-
mie-Dearest atrocity of a maternal 
figure, but she’s not far off, either. 
She’s a Criolla, born in Mexico 
but of pure Spanish blood, and she’s 
abundantly proud of it, complain-
ing about the “indio” servants and 
likening the native villagers to goats 
at any chance she gets. Eventually, 
she ships Harrison off to boarding 
school.
Harrison is a markedly passive 
observer: the archivist writes, “Any-
one else would say in a diary, ‘I had 
this kind of a supper,’ but to his 
mind, if supper lay on the table it 
had reasons of its own. 
He wrote as if he’d been the one to 
carry the camera to each and every 
one of his life’s events, and thus was 
unseen in all the pictures.”
Oh, but what an observer he is. 
Harrison’s story becomes a sweep-
ing journey that converges with 
the paths of Frida Kahlo, Diego Ri-
vera and Leon Trotsky as he glides 
through life, eventually becoming 
a famous writer in his own right. 
The story covers everything from 
the drama of 1930s leftist Mexico to 
America’s Red Scare of the 1950s.
Harrison meets Rivera, the fa-
mous Mexican muralist, after mix-
ing plaster for him, and begins a 
lifelong friendship with Kahlo, Ri-
vera’s wife. Later, he acts as Trotsky’s 
translator and secretary. 
As always, Kingsolver’s prose is 
lush and scintillating, in a style sim-
ilar to word-painters such as Joan 
Didion. Her descriptions of Mexico 
are deliciously tangible and vibrant. 
Her trademark natural imagery 
(Kingsolver is a biologist) comes 
into play here, too, as it often does 
in her books; the novel opens with 
a description of demonic-sound-
ing howler monkeys, and includes 
some dazzling, surreal renderings 
of underwater life.
The book’s title refers to a gap of 
kinds, namely, the gap between jus-
tice and reality. It’s clear that King-
solver’s over-arching message is a 
social one, a call to change, as the 
messages of her books often are. But 
remarkably, she manages to tele-
graph all this with a light grace, nev-
er veering into preachy territory.
Both for its resonant message and 
engaging narrative, “The Lacuna” is 
well worth the nine-year wait. 
Kingsolver has stitched togeth-
er many literary threads to form 
a compelling story that establish-
es her yet again as one of the most 
masterful contemporary writers of 
fiction.
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conventional 
ideas on sex 
no match 
for curiosity 
about kinks  
see SEX AnD LEV page 12
By LAUREN MOUAT
&Sex Lev
A discussion of kinky sex 
somehow seems appropriate for 
the holiday season. As far as sex-
ual gift-giving goes (aren’t those 
the best?), you will have to come 
up with something unique and 
different in order for your offer 
to be truly special. 
But first, what is kinky sex? I 
did an informal survey of various 
people on campus and compiled 
a list of what kind of sex consti-
tutes as “kinky.”
The results: “fetishes, weird fe-
tishes,” “if they spit on you and 
call you names,” “more points 
for using something from the ga-
rage” and “doing it in weird/pub-
lic places or anywhere outside of 
the bedroom,” were some of my 
favorite answers. 
Two things stuck out in this 
discussion. First, “kinky” of-
ten seemed to involve bringing 
something into the bedroom that 
isn’t usually found there. 
More interesting is that “kinky” 
seemed to be the label for some-
thing you had heard of but 
wouldn’t do yourself. If you had 
tried something out of the ordi-
nary it was “experimentation.” 
The term “kinky” was used in 
reference to something you didn’t 
want to do and that was judged 
as disgusting or too strange to be 
worth considering. If this defini-
tion is correct, maybe “kinky” is 
a word we use to describe some-
thing we are uncomfortable 
with.
Disclaimer: The kinky sex dis-
cussed here excludes instances in 
which the individual needs a cer-
tain stimulus — smelling socks, 
looking at a camera or holding 
an eggplant, for example — to 
achieve orgasm. 
I do think these kinds of fetish-
es constitute as “kinky” but there 
is obviously some sort of erot-
ic substitution or psychological 
thing going on that I can’t hope 
to understand or explain. So, you 
folks just carry on.
According, then, to some stu-
dents at Puget Sound, being 
“kinky” is something you pick 
up from God knows where (okay, 
porn) and want to try on your 
own because you are a sick, per-
verted bastard. But the truth is 
Kittredge hosts Art Students Annual show
kingsolver’s ‘the lacuna’ meets highest expectations 
By JULIANNE BELL
The University of Puget Sound’s Kittredge Art Gallery is currently host-
ing the Art Students Annual. 
The show is a tradition of Puget 
Sound’s art department and fea-
tures works in different fine arts 
mediums.  
Students who have taken an 
art class in the past two semes-
ters, either at Puget Sound or 
through a Puget Sound study 
abroad program, are eligible to 
enter. Most of the works entered 
are assignments or part of an in-
dependent study.  
Margaret Bullock, curator at 
Kittredge Gallery, put out a call 
for all art students to enter the 
show.  Eighty-two total works 
were submitted by 38 students. 
From those submitted, a juror, 
who has some gallery or muse-
um background, decides which 
pieces will be showcased in the 
annual show.  
This year’s juror is Nicholas 
Nyland, a visual artist and Pub-
lic Art Planner for the Pierce 
County Arts and Cultural Ser-
vices division. Nyland received 
a B.F.A. from the University of 
Washington and his M.F.A. from 
the University of Pennsylvania.  
His work has been featured in 
numerous galleries around the 
Pacific Northwest, and he re-
ceived an Artist Trust Fellow-
ship in 2008. Nyland has also 
been nominated for the Betty 
Bowen Award, an award given 
by the Seattle Art Museum. 
Bullock notes that bringing in 
an artist such as Nyland to be 
the juror for the annual art show 
allows students to be exposed to 
an artist who works on the pro-
fessional level. 
Out of the 82 submitted works, 
Nyland chose 38 pieces repre-
senting 32 students in the show.
The art show will feature work 
from a variety of mediums in-
cluding painting, prints, mixed 
media and sculpture.
Bullock also put together a 
small show of the pieces that 
were not chosen by Nyland. 
This miniature art show features 
nine pieces and will be located 
in Jones Hall for a few months. 
The opening reception for 
the art show was on Wednes-
day, Dec. 2. The reception fea-
tured merit awards, donated by 
local businesses and was open to 
the general public as well as the 
Puget Sound community. 
Nyland attended the opening 
reception to answer questions.
 Zach Kotel, a sophomore dou-
ble majoring in Psychology and 
Studio Art with an emphasis in 
painting, is among those repre-
sented in the show, with an oil 
painting entitled “Happiness.”
While he is just one of the 
many students represented, Ko-
tel stresses what an important 
event this is in the art depart-
ment.
“It is an incredibly valuable 
and accessible resource that is 
supported by events like this and 
the Kittredge Gallery as a whole. 
This show is also an awesome 
way to see some of the amaz-
ing artwork that Puget Sound 
students are working so hard to 
create,” Kotel said.   
The Art Students Annual will 
be featured in Kittredge until 
Dec. 12.
By MELANIE REIFF
Dinosaur: As the end of the semester approaches, Kittredge Art Gallery displays student work in their annual show going until Dec. 12.
“‘The Lacuna’ attempts to shed light on the events of 
the last century by providing an insider voice, weaving 
disparate threads together in the process.”
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The Thanksgiving holiday has 
passed. As evidenced by the shop-
ping rush, your overenthusiastic 
neighbors with their lights up, and 
theatre, it’s time to start thinking 
about Christmas!
Get your holiday spirit on with 
these local (both professional and 
community) offerings. Though 
some of these ticket prices look 
high at first glance, keep in mind 
that many theaters offer student 
rush tickets at substantially reduced 
prices. 
“You’ll shoot your eye out, kid!” 
Remember that? Or how about this: 
“I TRIPLE-dog-dare you!” The leg 
lamp? The Red Ryder BB gun? 
The iconic 1983 film “A Christ-
mas Story,” about nine-year-old Ral-
phie has been adapted into a play, 
and two local theatres are staging it. 
See it at Tacoma Little Theatre, Ta-
coma, Nov. 27-Dec. 24, $16-$24, or 
Paradise Theatre, Gig Harbor, Nov. 
27-Dec. 13, $10-$22.
Speaking of Tacoma Little The-
atre, they are making good on their 
promise to collaborate with the 
Lakewood Playhouse. 
Scott Campbell and Marcus 
Walker, managing artistic direc-
tors for Tacoma Little Theatre and 
Lakewood Playhouse, respectively, 
star in “A Tuna Christmas,” a com-
edy where they’re the only two ac-
tors playing 24 characters. “A Tuna 
Christmas” runs from Dec. 11-Dec. 
20 at Tacoma Little Theatre, $16-
$24.
How could I not include the mu-
sical that gave the world “Have 
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas”? 
Adapted from the classic film, “Meet 
Me in St. Louis” features several big 
dance numbers and a heartwarm-
ing, slightly cheesy story about fam-
ily love in 1904. It runs at the Vil-
lage Theatre, Issaquah, Nov. 12-Jan. 
3, $23-$59.
Taproot Theatre Company was 
one of the businesses devastated by 
the October arson, and because of it 
were unable to find a venue to hold 
its previously scheduled play. But if 
the show is unable to go on, at least 
a show will go on! 
Taproot will hold its holiday pro-
duction, “It’s a Wonderful Life: A 
Live Radio Play” at the Stage One 
Theatre at North Seattle Commu-
nity College. “It’s a Wonderful Life” 
runs from Nov. 27-Dec. 30, $20-
$33. 
As it turns out, ballet companies 
like presenting “The Nutcracker.” 
You’re not going to be able to escape 
it this year, so why fight it? Here are 
some of the productions presenting 
the famed ballet: 
Tacoma City Ballet, Pantages 
Theater, Tacoma. Dec. 12-20, $28-
$60.
Dance Theatre Northwest, Mount 
Tahoma High School Auditorium, 
Tacoma. Dec. 5-6, $11-$26. 
Ballet Northwest, Washington 
Center for the Performing Arts, 
Olympia. Dec. 11-13, $14-$28. 
Pacific Northwest Ballet, McCaw 
Hall, Seattle. Nov. 27-Dec. 30, $26-
$123. 
Washington Contemporary Bal-
let, Mount Tahoma High School 
Auditorium, Tacoma. Dec. 12 and 
13, $15-$18. 
Tacoma Performing Dance Com-
pany, Stadium High School, Taco-
ma. Dec. 19-21, $15-$22.
And of course, it would not be the 
holiday season without “A Christ-
mas Carol.” Yeah, you could see the 
most recent of the million movie 
versions out there, but why not see 
one of the million stage versions in-
stead? 
If you are looking for the classic, 
ACT Theatre in Seattle is present-
ing Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” 
for the 34th consecutive year. It runs 
from Nov. 27-Dec. 27 in the Allen 
Theatre, Seattle, $32.
For a much different version, see 
Theatre Northwest’s rockin’ musi-
cal, “The Salvation of Iggy Scrooge.” 
Watch chick rocker Scrooge get vis-
ited by the ghosts of rock ‘n’ roll’s 
past at the Broadway Center for 
the Performing Arts, Tacoma, Dec. 
4-20, $39-$49.
The 5th Avenue Theatre is bring-
ing back the popular adaptation of 
the film musical, “White Christ-
mas” for the second time after play-
ing to sold-out audiences in 2006. 
Two army buddies and a sis-
ter act team up to help save an inn 
from bankruptcy, and they’ve got to 
sing and dance to do so! The Irving 
Berlin score features favorites such 
as “Blue Skies,” “Sisters,” and, of 
course, “White Christmas.” Playing 
at Seattle’s 5th Avenue Theatre from 
Nov. 28-Dec. 30, $23-$94.
By KRISTA CURRy
Local theaters bring 
holiday plays to life
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that your sexual preferences are 
often linked to dispositions ac-
quired during childhood. 
These predilections are not 
necessarily related to anything 
sexual that happened during 
childhood; they are simply events 
or patterns of behavior that can 
emerge later during sex.
If someone was rigorously dis-
ciplined as a child, he or she may 
like to be dominant in bed, to the 
point of trying S&M or bondage. 
This reverse behavior, opposite 
from childhood meekness, will 
banish feelings of inferiority or 
shyness that can be damaging to 
one’s libido. 
On the reverse side, the child 
who recognizes that he or she 
has control over a parent’s happi-
ness may like to be dominated as 
a way to relinquish that responsi-
bility and give in to sexual plea-
sure.
I don’t know if this means that 
all kids who were shy in middle 
school are great in bed, but it 
certainly makes you think about 
your own childhood and wonder 
if there may be some kinkiness 
you have yet to experiment with.
Another indicator of kinki-
ness is extreme-sports addic-
tion. Thrill seekers or those with 
a high pain tolerance are more 
apt to go in for that same kind 
of thrill seeking in the bedroom. 
And lucky for them, pain toler-
ance increases dramatically when 
one is aroused. 
For women, “vaginal stimula-
tion increases pain tolerance by 
approximately 50 percent,” and 
even by 100 percent during or-
gasm. The mixture of pleasure 
and pain in kinky sex makes 
sense. Because your pain toler-
ance is so high, you can push the 
envelope, resulting in a greater 
“high” during sex. Obviously, try 
not to hurt yourself. 
Most important, if your part-
ner is uncomfortable with either 
the situation or the position, you 
should back off. A verbal request 
to stop is not the only indicator 
that your partner isn’t enjoying 
him or herself, so be respectful.
How many kinks are out there? 
Couples who have been togeth-
er longer generally start spicing 
things up just to keep it interest-
ing. No one wants to do the same 
three positions every day for a 
year. 
Actually, if you have sex every 
day for a year, I commend you, 
but the point is, we get bored. 
And sex should continue to be 
just as thrilling as it was the first 
month when you really do have 
it every day.
According to researchers, 60 
percent of adults (probably 100 
percent of teenage boys) have 
fantasies with “unconvention-
al themes.” Now, if over 50 per-
cent of the population is thinking 
these things, you have to wonder 
how unconventional they are. 
But what matters more is that 
only 14 percent of men and 11 
percent of women follow through 
with these fantasies. What holds 
the rest back? Is it the stigma? Is 
it fear of rejection? Or is it that 
what we fantasize about is some-
thing we wouldn’t actually want 
to do? 
In bed, conventional sex is 
enough to excite many of us, but 
when it’s just you and your imag-
ination, well, something a little 
more shocking may be necessary. 
My guess is that our imaginations 
are dirtier than our deeds.
FOR MORE INFO: 
“How We Do It” by Judy Dutton
u N D E R G R O u N D  J A Z Z  C O N C E R T
Tunes: Underground Jazz, a collaboration between some of Puget Sound’s music enthusiasts, performed their fall show on Nov. 19.  
Decked out in the ever-entertaining fun socks, UJ brought a relaxed mood to Schneebeck as the fear of finals rapidly approached. 
Student 
Show: 
The Art Stu-
dents Annual 
displays the 
creations of 
current art 
students.  
The exhibit 
is featured 
at Kittredge 
Art Gallery. 
This year’s 
pieces range  
in a variety of 
forms includ-
ing paintings, 
ceramics and 
sculptures.
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